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On Nov. 21, National Police chief Fernando Caldera reported that the total number of crimes
committed during 1992 is projected to exceed 34,500. The figure represents a dramatic rise from the
26,280 crimes registered in 1989. Police attribute the increased crime rate to the economic crisis and
to the persistence of post-war social tensions. According to Caldera, during the previous 30 days a
total of 30 persons died in incidents related to common crimes. Three of the 30 killed were police
officers. Caldera added that, in order to confront the problem, the National Police plans to increase
its total force size from the current 6,000 members to about 10,000 members over the next four years.
(Source: Agence France-Presse, 11/21/92)
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